
History – Summer Term – Maple – Year 1 

Change the Story – Toys 

through Time.  
During this unit, we will explore what toys looked like in the 

past, what they look like now and what we’d like the toys of the 

future to look like. 

 

These are the key skills and knowledge you will gain through this unit:  

 

At the end of the unit, reflect on your learning using the knowledge and skills 

above? 

What do you know now? What would you like to find out more about? How does your 

learning to link to other knowledge? 

Which ones are you confident in? Which would you like to work on more? How have your 

skills helped you in other subjects? 

These are some of the key historical terms that you will learn in this unit: 

 

 

Knowledge Invading and Settling  
I can recognise that toys are made in different places.  
 
Social History 
I can name and identify toys from then and now.  
 
I can describe toys from then and now exploring similarities and differences.  
 
Technological Development 
I can say how toys today show technological advances compared to toys 
from the past. 

Skills Similarity and Difference 
I can identify similarities and difference between things in the past and 
now.  
 
Cause and Consequence  
I can give reasons for how things are different and begin to understand why 
(e.g. new materials, electricity).   
 
Exploring Sources  
I can comment on artefacts from the past. 
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Chronological Vocabulary 

A long time ago 

Before I was born 

Then 

Now 

Younger 

Older 

Disciplinary Vocabulary 

Event 

Source 

Predict  

Change 

Celebrate  

Remember  

Same 

Different 

Topic Vocabulary 

Material 

Technology 

Electricity  

Toys 

Games  

 

How can you use them throughout the unit? What other new vocabulary have you discovered?  

Reading Links 

 Listen to stories about toys in the past. 

Writing Links 

Write an information leaflet describing toys in the past and present. 

Maths Links 

Chronology 

Size and scale 

Other Curriculum Links 

DT – designing and making their own old toy. 

Here is a timeline of when some popular toys were invented… 

400BC Spinning top   

17th Century  Rocking horse   

1884 Teddy bears   

1920 Toy cars   

1959 The first ‘Barbie’ doll   

2000 PlayStation 2   
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